UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ~ *“he serve beword e vall.

5:30 PM Saturday Fourteenth Week after Pentecost August 29, 2026

GATHERING MUSIC llene Riitano
"God and God Alone" - Phil McHugh, arr. Mark Hayes

GREETING
SHARING NEWS OF THE CHURCH ALIVE
*PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST

*CALL TO WORSHIP'
Leader: Sometimes God calls us despite our insecurities and fears.
People: God, help us accept your call on our lives.
Leader: Sometimes God calls us, and we don’t understand the full meaning of the call.
People: Sometimes our families, friends, and communities may resist the good
news and us as messengers of it.
Leader: Sometimes God calls us to a path that is harder than we think we can handle,
People: And to accept the call, we must trust that God will provide what we need.
Leader: Beloved, God’s call takes many forms. Sometimes it feels as natural as
breathing, and sometimes we want to run as far as we can. But take assurance in this:
You are not alone. God is with us, and God’s call can be trusted, because no matter
where it leads, God is there.
People: God, help us accept your call on our lives and help us to trust that you
will equip us even when we may doubt ourselves.
All: Thanks be to God! Amen.

'Adapted from Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2026.

*HYMN “‘Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” 160, UMH



SHARING OF JOYS, CONCERNS, & GOD-SIGHTINGS

PASTORAL PRAYER with THE LORD’S PRAYER Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen

MEDITATION MUSIC llene Riitano
"Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart" - Frederick C. Atkinson arr. Lloyd Larson

SCRIPTURE Exodus 3:1-15 and Matthew 16:24-26

SERMON “‘Resistance and Acceptance” Rev. Amanda Gordon

HYMN OF REFLECTION “| Have Decided to Follow Jesus” 2129, TFWS

INVITATION TO OFFER OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
* CLOSING HYMN ‘Here | Am, Lord” v. 1 & 2 593, UMH
*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

SENDING FORTH llene Riitano
"This Little Light of Mine" - Music attributed to Harry Dixon Loes, arr. Mark Hayes

LEAVING FOR SERVICE
*Please stand in body or spirit

ZV {j fnr @T&Fiﬁj

1.Gifts may be dropped in the basket at the
back of the Chapel

2.5can the QR code to give online

3.Text "Firstames Budget" to 73256 and
follow the prompts




CFIM--Children, Family, &
Intergenerational Ministry

DISCIPLE

A
'

Inte the Waord, Into the World

Disciple Il
Overview of the Old & Genesis, Exodus
New Testaments Luke, Acts

24 weeks beginning September 9
Daily reading & weekly group sessions

Wednesdays 5:30 - 7:00 pm
Sign-up by August 30 - amanda@amesfirstumc.org

Casseroles!

Rather than being nominated, our ministry
teams are now “open.” This means that
anyone can volunteer to serve, whether you
are a church member or regular attender. This
is a great way to share your gifts, serve God,
and get to know others at Ames First UMC!
Sign-up sheets and more information can be
found on the table by the church office.

Welco,n e

Good News!
Disciple | and Il have
enough participants,
HOWEVER, there is

plenty more space
for anyone
interested!

Sign up sheets are
by the Office
Window.

Everyone is invited to make casseroles for the Ames Romero House on Sunday,
August 30. After the worship service, join the United Women in Faith in the fellowship
hall to prepare casseroles for the 40 guests that the Ames Romero House serves on an
average day. When the executive director spoke at FUMC in July, he specifically
mentioned how much their guests enjoy our casseroles, so let's re-stock their freezer

before the school year begins.



Weekly Calendar

Sunday, August 30

9:00am Confirmation Covenant Session/
Chapel

9:15am Coffee and Conversation/FH
10:00am Sunday Service/Sanc

11:15am UWF Casserole Making/FH
11:15am Mat Makers/FH

Monday, August 31
6:00pm Worship Committee/MPR

Tuesday, September 1

9:30am Quilters/QR

10:00am Staff Meeting/Office CR
12:30pm Hosting at Romero House
1:00pm History Committee/HL
2:00pm Life Group/Library

5:30pm SPRC Meeting/MPR
6:30pm Young Adult Dinner/Hinders

Wednesday, September 2

9:30 Wonderful Wednesday Women/Flippin’
Jacks

6:00pm Chancel Choir/Sanc

6:30pm AA/FH

Thursday, September 3
5:30pm Church Council/MPR and Zoom

Saturday, September 5
5:30pm Saturday Night Service/Chapel

+Abbreviations for Room Names:CR-
Conference Rm / FH - Fellowship Hall / HSR -
High School Rm / MPR - Multi Purpose Rm /
Sanc - Sanctuary / QR - Quilt Rm / HL -
History Library

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Amanda Gordon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Nikki Ross Bishop, Associate Pastor
Nicole Smith, Christian Education Director
llene Riitano, Organist and Music Director
Julie Minot, Office Manager
Vivian Severson, Office Assistant
Reid Cummer, Business Manager
Kris Hinders, Digital Coordinator
James Minot, Maintenance Custodian
Matt Woodworth, Part-time Custodian

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Mon-Thurs 9:00 - 4:00 / Friday 9:00 - 1:00
CONTACT INFORMATION
516 Kellogg Ave, Ames, IA 50010
515-232-2750

office@amesfirstumc.org /
www.amesfirstumc.org

Audio/Video/Streaming Volunteers
Marty Sankey Mike Evans Pete Peterson

If you are visiting with us today, thank
you! We are glad you are herel!
Please pick up a Welcome bag before
you leave. There are cards to fill out if
you would like more information or
would like someone to contact you.
You are also welcome to attend the
next Coffee with the Pastors on Oct. 18
at 11:15am.




