
10:00 AM Sunday Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost October 4, 2026

PRELUDE "Lamb of God" - Twila Paris, arr. Lloyd Larson Ilene Riitano

GREETING 
SHARING NEWS OF THE CHURCH ALIVE 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

*CALL TO WORSHIP FOR WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Leader:  We gather to worship, celebrating the boundless love of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
People:  Who shines as the radiance of God’s glory. 
Leader:  From the rising of the sun to its setting, we lift our voices in praise. 
People:  God reigns over all the earth. 
Leader:  We join with Christians from every corner of the globe, 
People:  We unite in worship, giving thanks for the gift of Jesus by celebrating the 
bread and cup he shared. 

 
*HYMN “One Bread, One Body” 620, UMH

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 881, UMH

*GLORIA PATRI “Glory Be to the Father” 70, UMH

SHARING OF JOYS, CONCERNS, & GOD-SIGHTINGS 
PASTORAL PRAYER with THE LORD’S PRAYER

HYMN “Change My Heart, O God” 2152, TFWS

FIRST SCRIPTURE   Philippians 2:1-11 Aubrey Christensen

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Nicole Smith



ANTHEM Chancel Choir
"From Everlasting to Everlasting" - Words adapted from Psalm 103,

music by Mark Hayes

SECOND SCRIPTURE Luke 13:6-9

SERMON    “Our Posture Toward God” Rev. Amanda Gordon

HYMN OF REFLECTION “Come and Find the Quiet Center” 2128, TFWS

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 

yourself to us.  Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, 
to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen

INVITATION TO OFFER OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

REFLECTION ON PRAYERFUL GIVING Ellen Johnsen

* OFFERTORY RESPONSE    “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”   95, UMH

* DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

* CLOSING HYMN “Christ Beside Me” 2166, TFWS 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Ilene Riitano
"We Are Marching to Zion" - Robert Lowry, arr. Marilyn Ham

LEAVING FOR SERVICE     *Please stand in body or spirit



World Communion Sunday on Oct. 4:
One of six churchwide Special Sundays designated to support ministries and causes 
important to the entire United Methodist Church.  50% of donation funds scholarships 
for undergraduate or graduate students of color pursuing ministry; 35% of your donation 
funds training grants for worldwide inclusion, diversity, equity and access; 15% of your 
donation funds leadership development grants in partner churches. To donate: write a 
check to First United Methodist Church and write World Communion Sunday on the 
memo line, or use one of the World Communion envelopes for a cash donation.

We're making casseroles for Romero House on October 10 at 4 pm! Everyone is 
invited to help with this fun and impactful activity! 

On Sunday October 11, Ames First UMC Families and Youth are encouraged to join the 
CROP Hunger Walk. Be at Ada Hayden in North Ames between 1:00p.m. - 1:15p.m. for 
check in. The walk begins at 1:30pm. For ANYONE taking part in this year’s CROP 
Walk, please go to https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/event/amesia teams and click 
Join a Team, then search for First UMC Ames as the team name. Click Join the Team to 
register and set up your donation page to share with family and friends!

UWF Fall Fair will be held Saturday, October 17 from 9:30am to 1:30pm.  You will find 
Tea Rings, Noodles, Pies, Bake Shop, and hand made treasures.  There will be morning 
coffee and a light soup lunch from 11:30-1:00 (free will offering)

Sunday October 18 will be the Consecration of the new Organ during Worship

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/event/amesia


Weekly Calendar

Sunday, October 4
8:50am Coffee Talk Class/CR
9:00am Youth/Children Sunday School/
classrooms
9:15am Coffee and Conversation/FH
10:00am Sunday Service/Sanc
11:15am Faith & Reason Class/MPR
11:15am Up With Puppets/Puppet Room

Monday, October 5
6:00pm Chess/FH
6:00pm Worship Committee/CR

Tuesday, October 6
9:30am Quilters/QR
10:00am Staff Meeting/CR
12:30pm Hosting at Romero House
1:00pm History Committee/HL
2:00pm Life Group/Library
5:30pm SPRC/CR
6:30pm Young Adult Dinner/Hinders

Wednesday, October 7
7:00am Pies/Kitchen
10:00am Wonderful Wednesday Women/CR
5:30pm Disciple1 & 2/MPR and CR
6:15pm Bells Choir/Bell Room
6:30pm AA/FH
7:15pm Chancel Choir/Sanc

Thursday, October 8
1:30pm UWF Ruth/Sarah Circle, MPR
7:00pm Silver Anniversary/MPR & Zoom

Saturday, October 10
10:00am Prayer Shawls/Main Entrance
4:00pm Casserole Making for Romero House/FH
5:30pm Saturday Night Service/Chapel

+Abbreviations for Room Names:
CR-Conference Rm / FH - Fellowship Hall /
HSR - High School Rm / MPR - Multi Purpose Rm / 
Sanc - Sanctuary / QR - Quilt Rm / HL - History 
Library

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Amanda Gordon, Senior Pastor

Rev. Nikki Ross Bishop, Associate Pastor
Nicole Smith, Christian Education Director
Ilene Riitano, Organist and Music Director

Julie Minot, Office Manager
Vivian Severson, Office Assistant
Reid Cummer, Business Manager
Kris Hinders, Digital Coordinator

James Minot, Maintenance Custodian
Matt Woodworth, Part-time Custodian

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Mon-Thurs 9:00 - 4:00 / Friday 9:00 - 1:00

CONTACT INFORMATION
516 Kellogg Ave, Ames, IA 50010

515-232-2750
office@amesfirstumc.org / 

www.amesfirstumc.org

Audio/Video/Streaming Volunteers

Marty Sankey    Mike Evans    Pete Peterson

Greeters:  Mike Reese, Cathy Webb, 
Kevin Hinders, Kris Hinders

Communion Servers: Amy Parkes, 
Stella Parkes, Dale Vander Schaff

Song Leader:  Paige Brincks

If  you  are  visiting  with  us  today,  thank 
you!  We are glad you are here!  Please 
stop by the Welcome Center (2nd floor by 
the  elevator)  as  you  leave  to  get  a 
Welcome bag.  There are cards to fill out 
if  you  would  like  more  information  or 
would like someone to contact you.  You 
are  also  welcome  to  attend  the  next 
Coffee  with  the  Pastors  on  Oct.  18  at 
11:15am.


